
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



"CHRISTIANITY AND OLD TESTAMENT CRITICISM." 



By W. Taylor Smith, 
Exeter, England. 



The unpretentious pamphlet, whose title is given below, 1 the 
substance of which first appeared in two articles in Neue Jahrbiicher 
fur deutsclte Theologie confirms the impression produced by the 
Einleitung that Dr. Konig has a better claim than any other living 
theologian to be considered the intellectual and spiritual successor 
of the late Dr. Franz Delitzsch. Like him, a scholar and a 
Christian of the first order, he at the same time commands the 
respect of advanced critics, one of whom has frankly recognized 
his phenomenal erudition, and appeals strongly to all lovers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The purpose of this "word of peace" is 
to show that the criticism of the Old Testament, rightly conducted, 
is not only compatible with Christian faith but is imperatively 
demanded by it. After a short introduction, Dr. Konig calls 
attention in the first place to the absolute necessity for critical 
operations on the part of the reader of the Old Testament as evi- 
denced by the contents of the book itself. Several pairs of par- 
allel passages representing two or three classes of phenomena 
are singled out as examples. In Leviticus n : 14 we find in our 
present text da' a rendered in the English bible ("kite,") but 
in the corresponding passage in Deuteronomy 14 : 13 we have 
ra'a ("glede "). One of these readings must be wrong, so criti- 
cism is inevitable. Again, in 2 Samuel 23 : 36, mention is made 
in a list of David's warriors of " Igal, the son of Nathan," but in 
1 Chronicles 11:38 the same person is called " Joel, the brother of 
Nathan." Here again criticism is obviously necessary. A still 
greater difficulty is presented by the divergent accounts of Saul's 
first interview with David in the First Book of Samuel. The 
discrepancy is unmistakable, so that here, too, criticism is unavoid- 

1 Alt-testamentliche Kritik und Christenglaube : Ein Wort zum Friede. Von Edouard 
Konig. 
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able. Nor is it in narratives alone that difficulties of this kind 
occur. The text of the decalogue as given in Deut. 5 : 6-2 1 
exhibits considerable variation from that found in Exodus 20 : 2- 
17. Which of the two reports gives the original words? Surely 
here also is matter for criticism. After thus demonstrating the 
impossibility of intelligently reading the Hebrew Scriptures with- 
out resorting to criticism, our author asserts in eloquent language 
the substantial unity of the Old Testament and the superficial 
nature of the changes of opinion necessitated by critical methods. 
"No contradictions," he writes, "have been found in the Old 
Testament in reference to the religious and moral prerogatives 
of the legitimate religion of Israel." The historical character of 
all the foundation pillars of that religion stands unshaken. The 
whole trunk, so to speak, of the intellectual and spiritual quan- 
tity which it represented was in existence from the time of Moses ; 
and the only changes which occurred consisted in the ramification 
of the branches, in the variation of the color of the leaves and 
the amount and quality of the fruit. It is also maintained that 
criticism has removed none of the fundamental elements of 
Israelitish worship. From the time of Moses there was a central 
sanctuary. Nor has it destroyed the belief in a written basis of 
revelation as early as the time of Moses. Ancient Israel was 
never entirely destitute of a literature which was regarded as 
sacred and authoritative. The chapter closes as follows : " It 
has therefore been proved that the right criticism of the Old 
Testament has a necessary relation to the faith of the Christian 
because it operates only on account of objectively certain reasons ; 
and that this relation loses even its negatively hostile char- 
acter because right criticism refers only to secondary and tertiary 
elements of the Old Testament." Dr. Konig then passes to the 
nature, basis, and object of faith as confirmatory of his contention 
for the necessity of Old Testament criticism, The act of faith, 
he maintains, includes the exercise of the judgment. God's 
grace indeed, gratia praeveniens precedes man at every stage of 
his development, but man is intended to seek and find the pearl 
of truth, and this process involves discrimination. Faith is not 
mysticism or quietism. It is the intelligent act of a being who 
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consciously possesses freedom of choice. The basis of faith 
consists of the original utterances of the heralds of revelation. 
But in order to ascertain in what writings these utterances are 
deposited, criticism is necessary. The Scriptures must be sep- 
arated from the sacred writings of other religions, such as the 
Koran, and from other literature representing the same faith but 
standing on a lower level, such as the books found only in the 
Greek Bible and usually called the Apocrypha, and the so-called 
Pseudepigrapha. Apropos of the Apocrypha, Dr. Konig devotes 
several pages to a defence of their rejection from the Canon in 
answer to recent Roman Catholic polemic. Faith is neither 
enthusiasm nor traditionalism, but confidence in the testimony of 
prophets and apostles, and that cannot be ascertained without 
criticism. The analysis of the act of faith and the discussion of 
the basis of faith, therefore, distinctly encourage Old Testament 
criticism. There remains the object of Christian faith, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. What is the bearing of Christ's recorded teaching on 
the subject ? Does it discountenance Old Testament criticism ? 
Dr. Konig's answer to this momentous question is singularly able 
and suggestive, although it is a little difficult to follow him as to 
some details. After premising his full and solemn recognition of 
Christ as the real Word of God become flesh, he devotes attention 
to three sets of passages which, however, are not held to have equal 
weight : ( i ) The references to Moses in the words of Christ as 
preserved in the Gospels are considered insufficient to warrant 
the positive assertion that the Lord ascribed the whole Pentateuch 
to Moses. The absence of the name of Moses from the Sermon 
on the Mount just where it might have been expected, and the 
substitution for it of the vague expression, "them of old time," 
is a remarkable phenomenon, though it is unsafe to make it the 
basis of a positive conclusion. (2) Another set of passages 
points at " pedagogic consideration " on the part of Christ for 
those round about him. He paid the half shekel, though not 
bound to do so, and though its significance had almost expired. 
He cleansed the Temple, though he was well aware that the 
Temple and its services were doomed. He spoke like others of 
the sunrise and of the smallness of the mustard seed. He said to 
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his disciples, with reference to the Baptist, " If ye are willing to 
receive it — this is Elijah which is to come" (Matt. 1 1 : 14). It is 
evident that he kept much that he knew even from those nearest 
him. It is not possible that he may have possessed a fuller 
knowledge than he manifested of the gradual expansion of the 
Mosaic Law and the indirectly Mosaic origin of much of the 
Pentateuch? (3) A third group of passages refers to a theme 
which can only be handled with exceeding reverence. Twice is 
mention made of the growth of Jesus. He is said to have become 
poor for our sakes and to have emptied himself by taking the 
form of a servant. It is not possible that this humiliation may 
have involved temporary loss of some of the knowledge possessed 
in the state of existence prior to the incarnation ? This bold 
thought which is put forward with becoming hesitation is illus- 
trated in the appendix by a striking figure. The act of incarna- 
tion is likened to the plunge of some strong swimmer into the 
waves for the purpose of saving a drowning man. As in such a 
case there is a temporary recession of part of the treasures of 
consciousness in the one all absorbing effort, may there not have 
been something analogous in the experience of the Word become 
flesh ? May not a part of Christ's absolute knowledge have been 
pushed for the time into the background ? Many will no doubt 
be startled by this audacious image, but the line of thought 
which it embodies is worthy of careful consideration. The argu- 
ment is conducted throughout calmly and reverently. Fruitful 
hints often very felicitously expressed are freely interspersed ; 
and the author's amazing stores of learning have enabled him to 
illustrate his positions by many interesting facts and apt quota- 
tions. Taken all in all, this modest little pamphlet (for it com- 
prises less than a hundred pages) is a master-piece of evangelical 
scholarship. Seldom has a work so solid, so eloquent, and so 
devout issued from the pen of a German professor. 



